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The international Chair “Data Science Institute” has been
renewed
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FRANCE - Orange Group, Société Générale Cote d'Ivoire, the Institut National
Polytechnique Félix Houphouét-Boigny (INP-HB), the Institute of Statistics and Applied
Economist (ENSEA), Ecole Polytechnique (I’X) and the Foundation of Ecole
Polytechnique are renewing the “Data Science Institute” international Chair to continue
its international teaching programme in data science. The renewal was celebrated on 8
July 2024.

Inaugurated in 2017 and currently co-headed by three university lecturer and researcher, Alain Durmus, at I'X,
Lambert Tanoh, at INP-HB, and Nathaniel Gbenro, at ENSEA, the “Data Science Institute” Chair aims to accelerate
the rise in data management skills in Cote d'Ivoire, and more broadly in West Africa.

One of its main objectives has been the creation and launch of its Master's degree in “Data science, Big data and
Artificial Intelligence”, a two-year course in mathematical and computer engineering offered on the INP-HB
campus, which will see its 6th class graduate in November 2024. Since its creation, the Chair has trained more than
135 data scientists, data engineers and data analysts working for a number of companies in Céte d'Ivoire and Africa.

In parallel with this Master's programme, a 30-module continuing education course for managers has been
launched and is provided by ENSEA.

Building on the success of these two courses, a research component was added to the Chair to welcome PhD
students, whose thesis is co-supervised by the research teams in both Céte d'Ivoire and France.

The renewal of the Chair, which was celebrated on 8 July 2024 on the premises of Ecole Polytechnique, aims to
consolidate its activities and extend its scope to include research, particularly into cybersecurity issues.

As aresult, a Master's degree in “Security, Cybersecurity and Artificial Intelligence”, supported and run by the INP-
HB, has been developed. The courses are taught by INP-HB teaching staff and specialists from the sector. The aim
of this Master's degree is to train the future talents of Ivorian and African companies in the development of Al as a
tool in the fight against cyber-attacks.
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ABOUT ECOLE POLYTECHNIQUE / As a widely internationalized university (41% of its students and 40% of its faculty members),
Ecole Polytechnique, also known as L'X, is the leading French institution combining top-level research, academics, and
innov ation at the cutting-edge of science and technology. Through its range of programs — Bachelor of Science, Ingénieur
Polytechnicien (Master's level program), Master’s, and PhD, Executive Masters - Ecole Polytechnique promotes a culture of
excellence, with a strong emphasis on science anchored in humanist fraditions, and trains decision-makers by exposing them
to both the world of research and the world of business. With its 23 laboratories, 22 of which are joint research units with the
French National Center for Scientific Research (CNRS), Ecole Polytechnique Research Center explores the frontiers of
interdisciplinary knowledge to provide major contributions to science, technology, and society. Ecole Polytechnique is a
founding member of Institut Polytechnique de Paris.
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